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Office Hours: I am here every day of the week 
  
Spring 2008 
  
“The Politics of Virtue” 
  
Books: 
Harrison, trans, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight Oxford Press 
Machiavelli, The Prince, Norton Critical edition 
Hobbes, Leviathan, Penguin 
Franklin, The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, Dover  
Kant, Perpetual Press and Other Essays, Hackett 
Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Norton Critical edition 
MacIntyre, After Virtue, Notre Dame Press 
Handouts on Aristotle, Augustine and Aquinas 
  
Class Preparation 
  
This is the most important part of the course. If you read the material before hand think about it 
and write when asked on it, and thus come to class prepared to discuss it, this course will be 
easy. You will also be earning points every day and thus scoring every day and thus you will be 
winning every day. Coming prepared will make all the difference in the world. 
  
  
Assignments 
  
I will give “prompt” questions before every reading and ask you to submit your thoughts before 
class on a regular basis. Everyone is given the opportunity to miss submitting two assignments 
during the semester when they are feeling particularly overwhelmed that day. Most assignments 
will be no more than a page long; in many cases they may be one or two paragraphs long, or 
even a question for the text etc. Think of this as your journal for this class with the exception 
being that you are posting your journal on line on our WEB CT discussion page. 
  
  
Papers Three pages or longer 
  
The first two papers will be on Sir Gawain and Thomas Hobbes. I will give you the topic at least 
one week before it is due. Kevin and JP and I will work to make sure you are not doing major 
projects for each of us at the same time. 
Final paper project due Friday May 2 (Reading Day) 
  



I was very impressed with your “Book” on Augustine which you wrote with Immer. After 
discussing this idea with him, I decided we should build on that experience and do a similar 
project with Alasdair MacIntyre’s After Virtue, the book which this course is built around, even 
though we will be reading it last. 
  
I envision eight chapters in our MacIntyre book written by eight different teams of two. Like 
Immer I will work with you to get this going, but I will not be as directive as he was and ask you 
to take more responsibility for the final editing. 
  
Final exam: Oral Group Work 
  
  
Grades 
  
I start with the assumption that everyone can do really well in this course. By that I mean that 
you will learn, grow and mature during this semester and that Interdisc will be a major reason 
why you grow. 
  
I see Interdisc II as building on what you learned from Immer, Heidi and Paul last fall. The entire 
Interdisc experience is meant to be a cumulative growth process and integrated from your point 
of view. 
  
My philosophy of grading comes from Robert Pirsig’s Zen and the Art of Motorcycle 
Maintenance which I read more than thirty years ago. He was teaching Freshman Comp in 
Bozeman at Montana State. One day he gave his students their papers back with comments but 
no grades. Puzzled they came up after class and asked what grade they had gotten (notice the 
passive tense). He told them he didn’t give grades because he was looking for Quality and there 
is no way you can ever grade Quality (think of Quality as a stand in for God, how would one go 
about grading God?) Well ever since I have never given grades in seminar classes (I do put down 
grades on blue books and large lecture courses). I am pretty sure I did this when Kevin took 
Interdisc III with me twenty years ago. 
  
I want you to care about what you are learning and how much smarter and accomplished you are 
becoming. Education, after all, means to lead out, and in this course I am here to help you lead 
out of yourself. Of course you will get a grade at the end of this semester, but because class 
participation counts 30% of your grade, most of you will know all along what kind of work you 
are doing and hence what kind of grade you are achieving. Remember, I am not giving you a 
grade (no passive voice), you are earning that grade by yourself and I am here only to help you 
earn the grade you deserve. So the numbers are: 
  
50% writing 
20% final exam 
30% class participation 
Schedule of Meetings (Tentative) 
  
Week of: 



  
Jan 14 Aristotle: Physics, De Anima, Friendship in Ethics 
  
Jan 21 Augustine: City of God 
  
Jan 28 Aquinas: On Kingship, Summa Theologica 
  
Feb 4 Aquinas continued 
  
Feb 11 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
  
Feb 18 Machiavelli The Prince 
  
Feb 25 Machiavelli The Prince   
  
Tuesday Feb 26 we go downtown to see the play Wittenberg and feast on Malaysian cooking. 
  
Mid Term Break 
  
March 10 Hobbes Leviathan 
  
March 17 Hobbes and Locke 
  
Easter Break 
  
March 26 Franklin and Kant 
  
March 31 F & K Continued  Jane Austen 
  
April 7 Austen 
  
April 14 MacIntyre 
  
April 21 MacIntyre 
  
April 28 Conclusion 
 


